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Administrators’ Message 

This month is when our liturgical year begins with Catholics celebrating Advent and 

the birth of our savior.  Advent begins on Sunday, December 1st; it is the beginning of the 

liturgical year and the four Sundays before Christmas.  Advent is a season of preparedness, a 

time of waiting for the Adventus Domini (coming of the Lord).  Since Advent looks forward to 

Christ's birth and incarnation, it is an appropriate way to begin the Church Year.  However, 

Advent is not part of the Christmas season itself, but a preparation for it.    

On another note, our School Plan for Continuous 

Growth has been posted to our school website.  The 

plan was developed with input from our staff and 

was reviewed by parents/guardians at our November 

School Council meeting.  Please take a few minutes 

to review our goals for the year.  As always, parents 

who have any questions or concerns are invited to 

contact Mrs. Flynn by calling the school at 780-462-

3806.  

As we prepare for the Christmas season, we wish 

each of our families a blessed Christmas holiday filled 

with joy and happiness.  

 

 
     Mrs. Jackie Flynn                 Mr. Joe Estephan 

        Principal                                Assistant Principal 

 



Chaplain’s Corner 

St. Clement Feast Day – November 23, 2019 

Theme: Walking Together in the Light of Christ 

Pope St. Clement was believed to be the 3rd Pope of the early Christian Church 

who studied under and was ordained by St. Peter the Apostle.  He is regarded as 

one of the Apostolic Fathers of the Church and the letters he wrote to the 

Corinthians, though not part of the biblical canon, offer an important look at the 

role of authority and charity in the early Church.  

To honour our patron saint, the school community of St. Clement, along with 

invited guests, gathered to celebrate a Liturgy of the Word at St. Theresa Parish 

on Friday, November 22, using the prayers, quotes and writings of Pope St. 

Clement.  Father Patrick and Father Glenn delivered a beautiful mass. 

On this day we took inspiration from our district theme of Walking Together in 

the Light of Christ as we remember how St. Clement did this for the early Christian church. In 

the morning, we travelled to St. Theresa Church to celebrate a Mass followed by an afternoon 

of faith-filled, flex activities.  We wish to thank the following ECSD guests who prepared 

meaningful activities to support students in reflecting on this day: 

Mrs. Jenny Culbertson: Art Consultant 
Mrs. Heather Rootsaert: Physical Education Consultant  
Mrs. Kathleen Nguyen: Elementary Religious Education Consultant  
Fr. Glenn MacDonald: Chaplain 

 
Please check out our school chapel to see the mural and various pieces of art work created and 
shared by students. 
 

St. Clement facts - Did you know… 

• He was likely of Jewish parentage and seems to have been a disciple of the Apostles in 

Rome. 

• He is also referred to as Pope St. Clement 1 and was likely consecrated as bishop of 

Rome by St. Peter himself.  

• Clement of Rome's letter to the Corinthians is a beautiful letter and will allow you to 

breathe in the Spirit of early Christianity. It is one of the most pleasant and easy to read 

of the early Christian writings. It is also the only one outside of the New Testament 

writings that can be confidently dated in the first century.  
 

 



Some session that took place were: 

Prayerful Movement with ECSD Physical Education Consultant Heather Rootsaert. Students 

engaged in mindful movements that incorporated reflection, music and sounds with guidance 

for a prayerful and peaceful mind and spirit.    

Reflective Art created by ECSD Art Consultant Jenny Culbertson.  Students reflected on our 

district theme of Walking Together in the Light of Christ. This artwork will be put up in the 

hallway and chapel. 

Praying with Colour presented by ECSD Elementary Religious Education Consultant Kathleen 

Nguyen. A time for mindful reflection, peaceful prayer and self-expression. 

The Life of a Saint presented by St. Theresa Parish team of Fr. Patrick and Fr. Felix. Students 

engaged in conversation about the qualities that make a person saintly and how the life of St. 

Clement exemplified these characteristics.       

Karaoke with Christ presented by the PYP and MYP Music teachers. Student participated in 

singing, dancing and using percussion instruments to accompany Christian songs and videos for 

physical praise and worship. 

We thank everyone who participated in making this possible, God bless! 

  
 
 
Happy New Liturgical Year!  It’s Advent! 
 

• Did you know… 

• The season of Advent developed in the Church over time. Here are 10 facts that you 
may not know about the roots and meanings of Advent: 

• 1. Advent is a time of expectation and preparation for the birth of the Lord. The word 
“Advent” derives from the Latin word “adventus,” which means “coming,” and is 
associated with the four weeks of preparation for Christmas. 

• 2. Advent has a changing start date, but it always contains four Sundays. It starts on the 
Sunday closest to the feast of St. Andrew the Apostle (Nov. 30). It can begin as early as 
Nov. 27th or as late as Dec. 3. 



• 3. Advent marks the beginning of the liturgical year. Advent was chosen to begin the 
year as representative of the time in history that Christ was not known to us. With His 
birth the beginning of our faith was founded. The liturgical year ends with the feast of 
Christ the King, His reign over the universe. 

• 4. The Advent season has two meanings. It emphasizes both the celebration of Christ 
coming into the world as a man and also the second coming when the Lord will return 
again. It blends together a penitential spirit, very similar to Lent, a liturgical theme of 
preparation for the Second and Final Coming of the Lord, called the Parousia, and a 
joyful theme of getting ready for the Bethlehem event. The traditional color of Advent 
is purple or violet, which symbolizes the penitential spirit. Religious traditions 
associated with Advent express all these themes. 

• 5. Hope is a predominant theme of Advent. The Israelites hoped for a Messiah to come, 
and Christ entered the world. We are hopeful for the arrival of Christ again into the 
world. 

• 6. Advent is a reminder of the Old Testament promises of the coming of the Messiah. 
The Advent tradition of the Jesse Tree consists of symbols of the Messiah coming from 
the line of Jesse (Lk 3: 23-38). Isaiah is often read during this season to remember that 
we are waiting for the day when the Messiah will come again. 

• 7. Advent focuses on light as opposed to darkness. Christ enters our dark world and 
casts away the darkness of sin to redeem us. He will come again as the light of the 
world. 

• 8. Advent has two parts. The first portion the First Sunday of Advent until Dec. 16 is 
preparation for the second coming of Christ. The second portion from Dec. 17 to 24 
directly prepares us for the commemoration of the first coming of Christ, Christmas. 

• 9. The origins of Advent can be traced back to the Church in France. In the 4th Century, 
the Church in France used the period before Epiphany as a time of preparation for 
baptism. It was called “St. Martin’s Lent” for the 40 days that started on Nov. 11, the 
feast of St. Martin of Tours. 

• 10. Advent as we know today was developed in Rome. Pope Gregory I in the late 6th or 
early 7th Century composed many of the prayers, antiphons and psalm responses. 
Many themes and ideas we now know can be traced to the Roman Advent season. 

• — Reprinted from the Catholic Apostolate Center, online at 
www.catholicapostolatecenter.org, and from EWTN 

 

 

 

http://www.catholicapostolatecenter.org/


St. Clement Christmas Concert - Save the Date! 

You’re invited to the 2019 PYP Christmas Concert! 

December 18th, 2019 at 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

St. Clement School Gymnasium  

Grades K to 5  

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

We are so excited to present this year’s Christmas Concert! The students of St. Clement IB World 

School’s PYP division have worked hard to develop their musical skills this fall and have prepared an 

evening of music for you to enjoy. We welcome you to attend in support of the arts programming at St. 

Clement, while enjoying the musical talent our students have to offer.    

ARRIVAL: 

STUDENTS MUST ARRIVE AT SCHOOL BETWEEN 6:00-6:15 PM.  

• Please send your child to listed location below: 
o Kindergarten to grade 3 - in the IB Learning Commons 
o Grade 4 – in the 100 Voices Room 
o Grade 5 – in the Kindergarten Room 
o Teachers will escort students to the gym at the appropriate times.  

• Students must stay for the entire duration of the concert, as all the students will be performing in 
the Grand Finale. 

o Pick up place for  students will be at the same room as they checked-in.  

• Students must arrive dressed in green or red tops, and black bottoms. If students have 
Christmas accessories, like Santa hats or reindeer antlers, they may wear them to the 
concert. 

• Students are asked NOT to bring any valuables with them to the event, as we cannot guarantee 
the security of their belongings 

 

IMPORTANT: If your son or daughter cannot attend this performance please return the following form 

and you may excuse your child from the concert. Please return the absence form to Ms. Daza no later 

than December 11th, 2019. This event is an important part of the music curriculum and so students are 

strongly encouraged to attend and will be asked to complete a self-reflection after the performance. This 

concert is integral to the development of your child's musical learning; therefore, it is important to hear 

from you if your child must miss this event for any reason. Thank you for your support in this endeavor. 

Public performances of this type are an important part of a child’s musical, artistic and social education.  

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE – SIGN OF HOPE – BEST SEATS IN THE HOUSE 

Upon your arrival to the concert, you will have the opportunity to win the Best Seats in the House prize 

draw. We will accept $2 for every draw ballot. Just before the concert begins, we will do a live draw and 

the winner will be granted front row seats for the entire family. All proceeds will be donated to the Sign of 

Hope! https://signofhope.cssalberta.ca/   See you at the concert!  

  

Yours in Christ,  

Ms. Paula Daza 

PYP Music Teacher  

https://signofhope.cssalberta.ca/


Winter MYP Band Concert 

St. Clement MYP Band will be performing their Winter Concert in the St. Clement 
gymnasium beginning at 6:30pm on Tuesday, December 10. Grades 6-9 students in 
Band will all perform, along with the Jazz Band. There will be a variety of Band 
repertoire, Pop music and Christmas music. Students performing are required to 
wear their St. Clement Band Uniforms, or a black shirt with a collar, and either black 
pants or a black skirt. Students performing should arrive by 6pm to warm-up. Tickets are not 
required, and all are welcome to come and watch! Please ensure you stay for the complete 
concert as students and staff have been working extremely hard to prepare for this evening and 
would appreciate your support. 
 

IMPORTANT: Since instrumental music is a performance-based subject, it is a very 

important part of the music curriculum for all students to attend and perform in this 

concert. If there are extenuating circumstances that prevent your son or daughter from 

attending the performance, please inform Mr. Kaluzniak.  
 

SOCIAL JUSTICE – SIGN OF HOPE – BEST SEATS IN THE HOUSE 

Upon your arrival to the concert, you will have the opportunity to win the Best Seats in the 

House prize draw. We will accept $2 for every draw ballot. Just before the concert begins, we 

will do a live draw and the winner will be granted front row seats for the entire family. All 

proceeds will be donated to the Sign of Hope! https://signofhope.cssalberta.ca/  

Thank you for your support in this endeavor. Public performances of this type are an 
important part of a child’s musical, artistic and social education. See you at the concert! 

 

IB News 

Balanced learners understand the importance of intellectual, physical, and emotional balance 

to achieve personal well-being for themselves and others. 

Living a well balanced life is difficult for adults and children alike. Support children’s personal, 

physical, mental and emotional well being with this great selection of books. 

Big Wolf and Little Wolf by Nadine Brun-Cosme - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dkFmDFOn2ow 

The Three Questions by John J. Muth - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=70m4KL3hYyc 

A Child's Garden – A story of Hope by Michael Foreman - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B3FOs-UrpXY 

https://signofhope.cssalberta.ca/
https://www.amazon.ca/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Nadine+Brun-Cosme&search-alias=books-ca
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dkFmDFOn2ow
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=70m4KL3hYyc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B3FOs-UrpXY
https://pamjwilson.wordpress.com/category/algebra-2/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Reading Star Winners 

Our monthly draw for our St. Clement Reading Stars (home reading program) was 

held earlier this month and we are pleased to congratulate our lucky winners who 

will enjoy a treat and book to take home with Mrs. Flynn, Mr. Estephan, Mrs. Cole, 

and Miss Milite on Wednesday, December 4, 2019. Please encourage your child to 

participate in the program by reading nightly and then getting their reading strips 

signed and handed-in to their teacher, in order to be included in the draw! 

KA – Kayleigh 

1/2 – Micael 

2/3 – Esther 

3A – Carter 

4A – Elisha 

5A – Cayleigh 

5B – Matthew 

Lost and Found & Dressing for the Weather 

Our Lost and Found is already filling up. Please label your child’s clothing and outdoor gear so that it can 

be returned. We had our Lost and Found displayed during our Student Led Conferences, but you can 

always come to check the lost and found to locate any missing items. Please remind your child to look 

for any items they have forgotten to bring home or misplaced. We will be donating all Lost and Found 

clothing to Goodwill during Christmas Break. We will have outdoor activities including recess until the 

temperature dips below -20C. 

 

School Fees 

A reminder to pay for all school fees on Power School. Please view your account 

and ensure that your child’s fees have been paid. If you are having any difficulties 

accessing your account please contact the Help Desk at: 

https://pscustom.ecsd.net/PowerschoolHelpDesk.aspx 

 

 

 

 

https://pscustom.ecsd.net/PowerschoolHelpDesk.aspx
http://www.slpreppystyle.com/2012/02/lallie-is-reading-what-are-you-doing-to.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
http://www.cittadinanzadigitale.eu/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Transportation Reminder for Parents 

If the bus is running more than 10 minutes late - call Transportation services 780-441-

6078. Think the bus is running late? check the live DELAYED BOARD on www.ecsd.net -> 

SCHOOLS tab-> YELLOW BUS DELAYS.  Has your phone number or email changed?  email 

transportationservices@ecsd.net to ensure you get all transportation messages! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Healthy Hunger – January 31  

For those families that ordered lunch for their child through the Healthy Hunger 

program, lunch will be delivered on Friday, January 31. 

 

 

 

 

This Photo by 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ecsd.net&data=02%7C01%7CJoseph.Estephan%40ecsd.net%7Cc90429ca6d38457073a608d76f7f4e8d%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637100464877769275&sdata=LjkuQacIjJUu08EbWwhPfftR6hIbGKzQsg34SQA9Dxo%3D&reserved=0
mailto:transportationservices@ecsd.net
http://hootin--anni.blogspot.com/2010/10/on-first-day-of-schoola-memory-in-55.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


12 Days of Christmas 

Beginning December 2nd students will partake is some fun festive events and activities, all in the 
spirit of Christmas.  

MYP Leadership 12 Days of Christmas/December Events 
Calendar 2019 

 

Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri 

2 

Wear Advent Colours 
(purple, pink, green)  

3 4 5 (MYP B5) 

Classroom Door 
Decorating Contest  

6 

Rent-a-9er  
(organized by Mrs. 
Cole) 

9 

Wear Advent Colours 
(purple, pink, green) 
Candy Gram & 

Best Seats in House 
Raffle Ticket sales at lunch 
25 cents each or 5 for $1.00 

*All proceeds will be 

donated to the Catholic 

Social Services Sign of Hope 

Campaign 

 

  

10 

 

Candy Gram & 
Best Seats in House 
Raffle Ticket sales 
at lunch 
25 cents each or 5 for 

$1.00 

  

11 

 

Candy Gram & 
Best Seats in 
House Raffle Ticket 
sales at lunch 
25 cents each or 5 for 

$1.00 

  

12 

 

Candy Gram & 
Best Seats in House 
Raffle Ticket sales at 
lunch 
25 cents each or 5 for 

$1.00 

  

13 

Wear a Christmas 
sweater, t-shirt, hat  
Candy Gram & 

Best Seats in House 
Raffle Ticket sales 
at lunch 
25 cents each or 5 for 

$1.00  

16 

Wear Advent Colours 
(purple, pink, green) 
Candy Gram delivery by 

MYP Leaders to the 

recipients.  

17 
Candy Gram delivery 
by MYP Leaders to 

the recipients. 

18 
Candy Gram delivery 
by MYP Leaders to 

the recipients. 

19 

 

PYP Movie - Best 
Seats in House 
1:00-2:45pm 

20 

Wear pajamas to 
school 

Staff vs. Students 
V-ball game 8:45-
9:45am 

 

MYP Movie - Best 
Seats in House  
10-11:45am 

 

Rent-A-9er 

On Friday December 6, 2019 we will have our annual “Rent-a-9er.” Students are asked to bring 

money as we will be auctioning off Grade 9 students to the highest bidder. These grade 9’s will 

be a helping hand for the student, or the class on things such as: assist with homework, help 

clean or organize the classroom, setting up or taking down displays, etc. For K – 3, you may 



enclose money and send it back with your son/daughter for the teacher to hold on to. All 

proceeds will be going to the Sign of Hope - https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/the-sign-of-hope-society-archdiocese-of-edmonton/ 

Advent Celebration 
On Monday, December 2nd, 2019 the whole school will gather at 9:00am to celebrate the first 

week of Advent. We would like to thank Mrs. De Boer and Ms. Ringor for organizing the 

celebration. We welcome all parents/guardians to celebrate with us. 
 

Parking in the Turn-Around  

The turn-around in front of the school is a NO PARKING zone during 
peak drop-off and pickup  
hours of the day. Parents are asked to keep traffic moving by using 
the turnaround to STOP, DROP/PICK-UP and GO.   
There is no parking in the turnaround between the hours of   
7:30 AM - 8:30 AM on Monday - Friday, 2:30 PM - 3:30 PM on regular 
school days, and 11:30 AM - 12:30 PM on our early dismissal day. For 
parents who wish to remain with their child(ren) in the morning, there 
is parking available across the street. Parents are asked to remember 
that there is no parking in the bus zone, by the fire hydrant or near the 
patrollers.  

  

Epiphany Celebration 

The Epiphany celebration will take place on January 7 at 9:00 am in the 

school gymnasium. The Roman Catholic church emphasizes the visit of the 

Magi when they celebrate the Epiphany. The Epiphany also celebrates the 

revelation that Jesus was the Son of God. It focuses primarily on this 

revelation to the Three Wise Men, but also in Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan 

and at the wedding at Cana. 

School Council – January 13, 2020 

Parents are always welcome to join us for our School Council meetings.  Our next 

meeting will be held on January 13 at 6:30pm in the staffroom.   

Skiing – January 20 – Grades 4-9 

Students in Grades 4-9 will be going skiing at the Snow Valley Ski Club, here in Edmonton. 

Students and teachers will depart St. Clement at approximately 8:45am and return by 

approximately 2:40pm. More important details about the field trip will be sent home 

with each student in December.  

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/the-sign-of-hope-society-archdiocese-of-edmonton/


School-Wide Assembly – January 30 

On Friday, January 30 at 9:00am, the whole school will gather for its 
second assembly to celebrate student learning and some of the great 
things happening in the classrooms. Parents are welcome!   

 

Cineplex Movie Tickets Fundraiser 

The St. Clement Fundraiser Association led by School council would like to thank all families that 

participated in raising funds for the school. A portion of each movie ticket purchased will go towards the 

school for resources and activities for the students.  Congratulations to the Grade 5 class for selling the 

most tickets out of the entire school! You win a pizza lunch for your class! The teacher will write a note 

in the students’ agenda with the date for when they are having their pizza lunch.  

Willy Wonka Jr.  

In anticipation of St. Clement’s spring production of Willy Wonka Jr., our Year 3 (Grade 8) and Year 4 

(Grade 9) ART/DRAMA/FILM students analyzed the 1971 film adaptation of Roald Dahl’s beloved novel 

and explored the creative process of reworking this story for the stage.  

Both grades were encouraged to think critically about the relationship between aesthetics and narrative 

and to realize an artistic vision that merges their understanding of visual and dramatic principles.  

Year 3 (Grade 8) students encountered these concepts by stepping into the role of a costume designer. 

After reflecting on the role that “costumes” play in communicating our own identity and forming our 

impressions of others, each student designed a suitable costume for one of the characters in the film. This 

project also featured an emphasis on the skill of drawing proportional human figures. 

In Year 4 (Grade 9), the concepts above were encountered from the perspective of a set designer. Students 

reflected on the impact that physical settings have on an observer’s thoughts and emotions, and the 

characteristics of an environment that cause these effects. They then created model sets based on various 

scenes from the film, taking into account the messages their design choices would convey to a 

hypothetical audience. A secondary outcome of this project was the experience of creating a 3-

dimensional composition. 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

Indigenous Residency – Holy Smudge 

During the week of the January 27th guests from Indigenous Learning Services will be 

visiting each class to participate in a smudging ceremony. Smudging is sacred smoke 

created from burning medicinal or sacred plants. In North America, it is a practice 

common to Indigenous Peoples and is called smudging. This is to support our School 

Goal #5: “We will encourage foundational knowledge of First Nations, Metis, and Inuit for all staff and 

students by promoting successful practices.”  

 

 

Numeracy Flex Day – January 16 

In order to support our School Goal #3: “Student achievement in Mathematics will improve from 100 

Voices-Grade 9 as indicated through observation, interview and data such as results on MIPI’s 

and PAT’s,” will be undertaking a whole school numeracy flex day on January 16. Students will 

have an opportunity to choose from various numeracy games and activities in order to enhance 

understanding as well as increase interest in numeracy. In addition, for families to continue or 

extend the learning of mathematics at home, below are some open-ended math questions that 

you can perform as a family. Open-ended math questions are questions to which there is not a 

single absolute correct answer, but rather a variety of answers are possible. Open-ended 

questions allow students of various learning abilities to become successful and lends itself to excellent 

classroom discourse. 

This Photo by 

http://teachingwithtlc.blogspot.com/2007/08/math-mad-minutes.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


100V-Kindergarten-Grade 1 

-What makes 5 a special number? 

-Show the number 7 in as many different ways as possible. 

-Choose two of these numerals. How do they look the same? How do they look different? 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0 

Grade 2-3 

-Choose a number for the second mark on the number line. 

-Create a sentence that uses each if the four numbers and words shown below. Other words or 
numbers can also be used. 

3, more, 5, and 

Grades 3-5 

-The answer is 42. What is the question? 

-Use 16 base ten blocks to represent a number. What numbers can you represent? 

Grade 6-8 

-Make a subtraction question where the digits 4, 6, and 9 appear somewhere in the question. 

-Fill in values for the blanks to make this statement true:    72 is ___% of ___. 

-Choose a fraction and a percent. Tell which is greater and how you know. 

Grade 9 

-The product of the length and width of a rectangle is 4xy. What might the length and width be? 

-An irrational number is about 8. What might it be? 

-You know that one angle in a triangle is 53 degrees. What else do you know about the triangle? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



December 2019 

Storytelling and the Wisdom of Time 

 

 Over the summer, I read a new book by Pope Francis:  Sharing the Wisdom of Time. 

 When Pope Francis was praying one day, he received an inspiration to shed light on the role 

grandparents and seniors play in the lives of their children and grandchildren. He began to preach about 

the need for the world to pay attention to the wisdom we gain from them. Then, another idea began to 

take shape.  Over 250 elderly people worldwide were interviewed, their stories shared with Pope Francis, 

and together with his personal reflections, all was captured in a book on the gift of wisdom. 

 One such story is that of Maria Gabriella Perin, a mother and grandmother from Italy. Maria was 

only nine months old when her dad died shortly after the end of World War II. She grew up wondering 

what it would have been like to have a father. As a young woman, she met a young man, and over a 

number of years broke up and reunited with him at least a hundred times, she says. While they never 

married, a child was born, a boy named David. Now much older himself, David awaits the birth of his 

first born. Maria eventually found new love and married. 

 Maria looks back at her life and ponders about different paths and courses that could have shaped 

her life otherwise. 

 In her own words, she writes:  “What I know is that God makes stories.  In his genius and mercy, 

he takes our triumphs and our failures and weaves beautiful tapestries that are full of irony.  The reverse 

of the fabric may look messy with its tangled threads – the events of our lives – and maybe this is the side 

we dwell on when we doubt.  But the right side of the tapestry displays a magnificent story, and this is the 

side that God sees.” 

 In Pope Francis’ response to Maria’s story, he writes:  “What complicated stories we live!  

Threads are woven.  And sometimes we understand, and sometimes we do not understand what we are 

experiencing.  But God looks at us with the eyes of a creator and of an artist who is capable of organizing 

our mistakes, our sins, and the good things as if they were all parts of a tapestry.  On that tapestry, there is 

good and bad, death and life.  If I look at my life, I like to think that the Lord would say with a smile, 

‘Look what I did with all your mistakes!’  When older people gaze on life, often they know instinctively 

what lies behind the tangled threads.  They can sense the shape.” 

 The Holy Father then adds his own wisdom:   “Often, mistakes are the raw material of miracles.  

Peter’s mistake of denying Jesus led him to the miracle of tears.  The mistake of the prodigal son showed 

the mercy of the father.  The mistake of the lost sheep revealed God’s care and desire to bring each sheep 

home.” 

 May we truly appreciate the gift of our grandparents and all elders.  May their stories inspire 

younger generations with wisdom. 

 As we begin our preparations for Christmas, take some time to sit and listen to the elderly in your 

family. Invite them to reflect on what the Christmas Story and the birth of Our Saviour Jesus Christ 

means to them. In some sense, they are the Magi of today, the Three Wise Persons who have come to lead 

us to adore and worship Emmanuel – God With Us! 

God bless! 

Bishop David 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Newsletter (Sept – March) 
Transportation Information  

 
Transportation Services:  Hours:  Mon - Fri    7:15 AM – 5:00 PM      Thursday 7:15 - 4:00 PM  
Phone:     780 441 6078  
Email:       transportationservices@ecsd.net 
 
Transportation Applications / Curb Service / Change Forms 
Can be found on our website at www.ecsd.net  in the box that says School Bus Info, click on 
View Transportation, scroll down and you will find both the Transportation application 
and the Change form. 
 
Kindergarten & Grade 1 Students 
For safety reasons kindergarten and grade 1 students can only ride the bus when their 
names appear on the Detail report. They must be met by an adult or they shall be returned 
to their school where they can be picked up. 
 
When to catch my bus? 
Please be out 5 minutes prior to your scheduled pick up time.    
 
What to do if my bus does not arrive? 
Please wait 10 minutes after your pick-up / drop off time, if the bus has not arrived please call our 
office at 780 441 6078.   
 
Route Change Dates (Regular Yellow & Curb Service) 
Changes only occur on Wednesdays. 
Changes take 2 – 3 weeks. 
 
Bus Notifications 
If our office is advised that a bus is running late, we shall send out a swift call to the families as well 
as posting it on our Delay Board which we try to keep updated in real time which can be found on 
our website at  www.ecsd.net  
Please ensure we have your current phone number(s) and email address.  
 
How will I be notified about transportation changes? 
An automated email will go out on a Friday night around 6:00 pm regarding possible changes to 
your child’s bus route.  Go to your parent portal to see your child’s transportation information 
showing the effective date. Please contact your school to obtain your login and password to your 
Parent Portal.      
 
How will I be notified if I am not eligible for transportation? Your school shall contact you.      
 
 

Transportation/News letter Sept - March 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


